Draft Meeting Notes from the EDXL-RIM SC Telecon Meeting

Date: May 05, 2011 12:00 PM EST

There was a quorum.

Present:
Rex Brooks (RB), Rob Torchon (RT), Werner Joerg (WJ)

1. Review of status of current documents:

· Common Types: posted, ready for TC review and CSD vote.

· CIQ: posted, ready for TC review and vote.

· Simple Features: no info available.

2. Review of April 27, 2011 Meeting notes:

RB moves to accept notes as written, RT seconds. No further discussion. Approved.

3. Upcoming tasks: RB reports from the last CAP Profile meeting (May 04). The consensus there was that EM works out a spreadsheet as guidance for anyone who wants to create a CAP profile, to record the proposed changes. He argues that this task should be generalized to profiles for any EDXL Standard and should be handled by RIM. His reasoning is that issues that deal with procedures and processes in general, should be reviewed by RIM for reuse in multiple standards, rather than having multiple SCs work on similar issues on a case by case basis. This is especially true for profiles as we must expect more and more requests for endorsement of country or application specific profiles.

RB then expands on particular issues that we’ll face, for instance looking at the TSO (Tactical Situation Object) and the AUS code list, they are similar in some aspects, but different in others, so a straight forward mapping is not possible - RB cites several examples. We’ll need therefore to develop mapping mechanisms such as ontologies and RB is looking for volunteers to help.

WJ observes that, given the current lack of resources, we need to be very cautious about how we allocate our time, and making code translations may not be at the top of the list, since there are already tools available, such as value list, that can adequately help; we should use our time to develop more fundamental tools. The discussion turns to financing such efforts, noting that the present examples of disasters illustrate how the cost of doing nothing now will multiply when disasters hit, with avoidable destruction and mayhem. It becomes a moral issue, of whether we do something or not, because waiting to find financing all but guarantees inaction: the work needs to get done. WJ questions whether that particular work is indeed the best use of our time for the overall mandate of RIM. RB: I can not morally justify not doing the work.

We need a table of equivalences across languages and countries - it is more of a bandaid type of solution, but it is necessary and it could be expanded into a foundation. The discussion converges on us using the tables that we are fortunate enough to have now, to explore translation mechanisms with a practical result, and for the benefit of gaining deeper understanding for a more formal approach.

4. For next time's agenda

:

1) RB to give a report on the events code lists (CAP(AUS)P and TSO).

2) Process the comments about CT, CIQ and GSF (assuming we get any).

3) ...

Meeting adjourned 12:56
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